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GARBAGE SERVICE 

Malcolm  En te r-
prise s  In c . h au ls  
garbage  in  th e  City 
of Calm ar. Th e ir 
ph on e  n u m be r is  
800-892-6239.   If 
you  h ave  a  prob-
le m  w ith  you r gar-
bage  p ick  u p , 
p le ase  ca ll th e m  
dire c t  at th e  above  
n u m be r 

CALL BEFORE YOU 
DIG 

IOWA ONE CALL 

800-292-8989 

 

CURB SIDE  

RECYCLING 

Shimek Roll-off & Recy-
cling is making ava ilable 
curb side recycling to Ca l-
mar  resident s.  The bins 
a re ava ilable for  a  nomina l 
fee and recyclables will be 
picked up on  Thursda y of 
each  week.   This service is 
not  billed on  the city water  
bills .   If you a re in ter -
ested you can  ca ll                  
for  more informat ion .  

The addit ion  to the Ca lmar  
Public Libra ry is progress-
ing n icely with  fin ish ing 
work to be completed soon. 

An open house will be held 
possibly in  October  to a llow 
resident s to tour  th is new  
children’s a rea .  

If you wish  to make a  dona-
t ion  to th is project , contact  
the libra ry or  any board 
member  

 

The water  t rea tment  plant  is 
under  const ruct ion , the br ick 
has been la id, the ra fters set  
and the roof is on . 

Work on  the inside and land-
scaping will proceed with  
complet ion  before October  
1st .  

Upon complet ion  of th is pro-
ject  we will fina lly begin  us-
ing water  from t he new well.  

The water  from both  wells 
will be blended and t rea ted 
as needed and pumped to t he 

WATER  

TREATMENT 

 P ROJ ECT 

SOME  

REMINDERS 

All buildings 
and homes a re 
to have house 
numbers.! 

(if you have quest ions ca ll 
the clerk’s office for  more 
informat ion) 

************************* 

Trees a re to be 
t r immed over  

the sidewalk and st reet , 
th is is the proper ty owner’s 
responsibility. 

15’ over  the st reet  and 8’ 
over  the sidewalk 

************************* 

Resident s a re reminded 
tha t  they SHOULD NOT 
blow grass clippings in to 
the st reet  when you mow. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

SIDEWALKS  

Have you not iced white 
pa in t  on   your  sidewalks? 

The city done a  sidewalk 
inspect ion  and a ll a reas of 
concern  a re marked with  
white pa in t . This indica te 
an  unsafe condit ion  exist s 
and tha t  repa ir  or  replace-
ment  is needed. Sidewalks 
a re the abut t ing proper ty 
owners responsibility to 
mainta in . 
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In  Fe bruary  2004, the  Rural De ve lopm e nt In itia tive  P roje c t a t  Iow a State  Un ive rs ity conducte d a survey  de s igne d 
to  look at change s  in  the  soc ia l conditions  in  Iow a’s  rural tow ns .  The  surve y w as  m aile d  to  ne arly  15,000 house -
holds  in  99 tow ns , one  of w h ich  w as  Calm ar.  Te n  ye ars  ago , res ide nts  o f the se  sam e  99 com m unitie s  w e re  aske d to 
com ple te  a  s im ilar surve y.  The  house holds  for both  surve ys  w e re  se le c te d  random ly  from  loca l te le phone  dire c to-
rie s  (150 house holds  pe r com m unity).  In  1994, 106 Calm ar re s ide nts  re sponded to  the  surve y , and 104 re sponde d 
in  2004.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Som e  of the  in form ation  re ce ive d from  th is  surve y  is  publishe d in  th is  ne w s le tte r for your in form ation .  
“Eve rybody know s e ve rybody” is  o fte n  c ite d  as  a  fe ature  of sm all tow ns. In  2004, 62 pe rce nt o f re s ide nts  re porte d 
know ing  the  nam e s  of ha lf or m ore  of the  pe ople  in  Calm ar, com pare d to 67 pe rce nt in  1994. S im ilarly , 50 pe rce nt 
indicate d that ha lf or m ore  of the ir frie nds live  in  Calm ar, com pare d to  49 pe rce nt in  1994.  Fifte e n  pe rce nt o f re s i-
de nts  in  2004 and 17 pe rcent in  1994 said  that ha lf or m ore  of the ir adu lt  re la tive s  and in -law s  live  in  Calm ar.  
F ifty  e igh t pe rce nt o f re s ide nts  re porte d partic ipating  in  a  loca l im prove m e nt proje c t during  the  las t  year and 39 
pe rce nt de scribe d the m se lve s  as  “som e w hat or “ve ry” ac tive  in  loca l com m unity  ac tiv it ie s  and e ve nts .   Th is  is  e s -
se n tia lly  the  sam e  pe rce ntage  as  in  1994.  

A com ple te  copy of th is  surve y  is  ava ilable  for the  asking  at the  Calm ar City  Cle rk’s  o ffice .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A DECADE OF CHANGE IN CALMAR 

For  a var iet y of  r easons, many 

r esident s of  I owa’s smaller  

t owns r ely on neighbor ing cit ies 

f or  ser vices.  Result s f r om t his 

sur vey suggest  t hat  Calmar  

r esident s f ollowed t his pat t er n 

in 1994 and 2004. 

COMMUNITY ATTACHMENT 

How at t ached ar e Calmar  r esident s t o 

t heir  communit y?  Almost  ever yone r e-

por t ed t hat  t hey f eel at  home in Calmar  

bot h in 1994 and 2004. Eight  of  t en in 

bot h 1994 and 2004 indicat ed t hat  t hey 

would be sor r y t o leave if  t hey had t o 

move away f r om Calmar . 



 

 

Nine local services were list ed on t he quest ionnaire along 
with inst ruct ions t o rat e each as “very good, ” “good, ” “f air, ” 
“poor, ” or “not  available. ” 

The graph on the lef t  shows the percent age of  resident s 
who rat ed each service as “good, ” or “very good” in 1994 
and 2004.   Almost  all residents rat ed the public schools 
posit ively and half  or ore rat ed medical services,  housing,  
and senior programs f avorable in 2004.    These services also 
received t he highest  rat ings in 1994.  

Jobs,  shopping,  and recreat ions received t he lowest  rat ings 
in both periods,  with f ewer than one in three resident s indi-
cat ing t he services were good or very good.   Assessment s 
f or housing and public schools improved while those f or rec-
reat ion and medical services declined over t he decade.   Rat -
ings f or other services were unchanged over the past  decade. 
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Respondents were asked to provide rat ings f or seven 
services normally provided by local governments.   The 
graph shows the percentage of  residents rat ing each 
service as “good” or “very good: f or 2004 and 1994.   
Generally,  Calmar residents reported being sat isf ied 
with local government  services.   More than seven in ten 
rated emergency response,  garbage collect ion,  f ire 
protect ion,  water and parks f avorably in both years.    
About  two thirds of  Calmar residents indicated that  
police protect ion was good or very good in 1994 and 
2004.   There were no signif icant  changes in the as-
sessments of  Calmar government  services in the ten 
years between surveys.   

POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

The Calmar  Police Depar tment  has a  “new look”. The 
2000 Ford Crown Victor ia  police ca r  has been replaced 
with  a  2005 Ford Explorer .  The vehicle is in  service 
with  light s and siren  but  a t  th is t ime isn’t  yet  marked 
with  the Ca lmar  Police Depar tment  markings. 

THE CITY IS OFFERING THE 2000 CROWN VICTO-
RIA FOR SALE, VEHICLE CAN BE SEEN AT THE 
DEPOT AND BIDS CAN BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
CITYCLERK. 

 

The Calmar  F ire Depar tment  has replaced their  old 
worn  out  pagers wit h  new models.  These were pur -
chased with  money remaining in  the fire depar tment  
budget  for  the last  fisca l year .   

AUTO P AY OF CITY UTILITY BILL 

Did you know tha t  you can  have your  u t ility bill a u tomat i-
ca lly deducted from your  checking or  savings account? 

All we need is a  signed aut hor iza t ion  from you a long with  
your  bank account  number  and the bank rout ing number . 

The bills a re deducted on  the last  bank working day be-
fore the due da te. 

This service is provided by Secur ity Sta te Bank a t  no cost  
to the city or  the customer .  The bill can  be deducted from 
any bank checking or  savings account .  
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AUDIT OF CITY FINANCES 

As a  result  of our  par t icipa t ion  in  the Sta te Revolving 
Loan Program for  funding our  Sewer  Project , the city was 
required to be audited. 

Result s of th is audit  a re ava ilable a t  the office of the city 
clerk.   

The audit  repor t  is a lso posted on  the web sit e of the Sta te 
Auditors Office a t  h t tp://auditor .iowa .gov/index.h tml. On  
the home page you go to Audit  Repor t s and then  to Audit s 
by CPA and fill in  the city informat ion . 

Fiscal Ye ar J u ly  1, 2004 to  J u n e  30, 2005 
h as  ju st com e  to  a  c lose .   
We  are  provid in g  a  brie f  

YEAR IN REVIEW 

1. Th e  c ity  co lle cte d $ 216,661 in  prope rty  taxe s . 
2. Tif re ce ip ts  to ta le d $ 247,012, th e se  fu n ds  

pa id o ff th e  de bt on  No rth  s tre e t an d th e  ba l-
an ce  pa id fo r som e  of th e  w ate r tre atm e n t 
proje c t e xpe n se s . 

3. We  re ce ive d $ 93,043 in  Local Option  Sa le s  
Taxe s   

4. We  re ce ive d $ 87.968 in  road u se  fu n din g  
5. Ou r library  re ce ive d fu n din g  from  th e  cou n ty  

in  th e  am ou n t o f $ 13,014. 
6. We  re ce ive d paym e n t from  Oss ian  in  th e  

am ou n t o f $ 24,000 for o u r 28 E agre e m e n t for 
law  e n force m e n t. 

7. We  took in  $ 74,088 in  garbage  re ce ipts  an d  
paid th e  h au le r $ 73.073.  Diffe re n ce  is  pe n al-
tie s  w h ich  w e  re ta in . 

8. Stre e t ligh tin g  cos t th e  c ity  $ 10,483. 
9. Library  se rv ice s  e xpe n se s  w e re  $ 44.478 an d 

re cre ation  an d park e xpe n se s  w e re  $ 46,024. 
10. Mayor & Cou n cil e xpe n se s  to ta le d $ 4,859. 
11. Expe n se s  to  ru n  th e  w a te r & se w e r sys te m  to-

ta le d $ 201,249, n ot in c lu din g  de bt .   
12. We  re ce ive d $ 4,444 in  fran ch ise  tax  re ce ipts  
13. We  re ce ive d in te re s t in com e  of $ 5900.00 
14. We  re ce ive d ban k fran ch ise  tax  o f $ 3,836 

w h ich  w e  w ill n o  lon ge r re ce ive d as  a  re su lt  
o f le g is la tion . 

15. We  re ce ive d $ 4,608 in  fe de ra l flood ass is tan ce  
an d $ 799 in  s ta te  flood ass is tan ce . 

16. Re cre ation   re ce ip ts  w e re  $ 12,406 
17. Misce llan e ou s  re ce ip ts  w e re  $ 22,436, th is  in -

c lu de s  re im bu rse m e n t, sa le  o f prope rty , re n t, 
pe rm it fe e s  an d oth e r m isc . 

18. In su ran ce  cos t th e  c i ty  $ 24,600 for a ll c ity  
bu ildin gs  an d e qu ipm e n t. 

19. We  paid $ 111,840 in  de bt th at doe s  n ot in -
c lu de  th e  se w e r de bt. 

20. $ 136,366 w as  spe n t on  s tre e t re la te d activ i-
tie s , th is  in c lu de s  fu e l a n d u ti li t ie s .  

21. Fire  de partm e n t e x pe n se s  to ta le d $ 14,117, 
th is  in c lu de d e xpe n se s  for n e w  page rs .  

22. P olice  De partm e n t ope ration s  e xpe n se s  w e re  
$ 100,527 for th e  ye ar.  

23. De bt for w a te r an d se w e r w as  $ 139,773 
24. P ayroll w as  $ 197,418 
25. Ou r de bt lim ita tion  is  $ 1,915,019. 
26. Ou r prope rty  va lu ation s  are  $ 38,300,372. 
27. Be gin n in g  ge n e ra l fu n d balan ce  on  J u ly  1, 

2004 w as  $ 256.928 an d e n din g  ba lan ce  on  
J u n e  30, 2005 w as  $ 287.246. 

28. Be gin n in g  fu n d balan ce  (a ll fu n ds) on  J u ly  1, 
2004 w as  $ 696,431 an d e n din g  ba lan ce  (a ll 
fu n ds) on  J u n e  30, 2005 w as  $ 834.974. 

 

OPEN BURNING 

Open burn ing is RESTSRICTED .   Burn ing 
of leaves is a llowed from Apr il 1st  th ru  May 
15th   and from  September  15th  thru  Novem-
ber  15th . ONLY and then  between 8:00 A.M. 
and 6:00 P .M.  

 

 

 

 

     

No burn ing on the blacktop or  paved su rface 
of any st reet  or  a lley or  in  curbs and gut ters 
with in  the City limit s . 

OUTSIDE METERS FOR WATERING 

After  some considera t ion , the city council has amended 
the ordinance and changed the fee for  an  out side meter  to 
$ 15.00 YEARLY instead of monthly.   

These meters a re insta lled on  your  out side faucet  and re-
moved for  the winter  months and reinsta lled in  the 
spr ing.  

If you a re in terested in  an  out side meter , ca ll the clerk’s 
office. 


