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GARBAGE SERVI CE 

M alcolm En t er -
pr i ses I nc. hau ls 
gar bage i n  t he Ci t y 
of  Calmar . Thei r  
phone number  i s 
800-892-6239.   I f  
you  have a pr ob-
lem w i t h  you r  gar -
bage p i ck  up, 
p lease cal l  t hem 
d i r ect  at  t he above 
number  

CAL L  BEFORE YOU 
DI G 

I OWA ONE CAL L  

800-292-8989 

 

CURB SI DE  

RECYCL I NG 

Shimek Rol l-off &  Recy-
cl ing is making avai lable 
curb side recycl ing to Cal-
mar  residents.  The bins 
are avai lable for  a nominal  
fee and recyclables wi l l  be 
picked up on Thursday of 
each week.   This service is 
not  bi l led on the ci ty water  
bi l ls .   I f you are inter -
ested you can cal l                   
for  more informat ion.  

The addit ion to the Calmar 
Publ ic L ibrary is progress-
ing nicely with finishing 
work to be completed soon. 

An open house wi l l  be held 
possibly in October  to al low 
residents to tour  this new  
chi ldren’s area.  

I f you wish to make a dona-
t ion to this project , contact  
the l ibrary or  any board 
member 

 

The water  t reatment  plant  is 
under  const ruct ion, the br ick 
has been laid, the rafters set  
and the roof is on. 

Work on the inside and land-
scaping wi l l  proceed with 
complet ion before October 
1st .  

Upon complet ion of this pro-
ject  we wi l l  final ly begin us-
ing water  from the new wel l .  

The water  from both wel ls 
wi l l  be blended and t reated 
as needed and pumped to the 

WATER  

TREATM ENT 

 PROJ ECT 

SOM E  

REM I NDERS 

All  bui ldings 
and homes are 
to have house 
numbers.! 

(i f you have quest ions cal l  
the clerk’s office for  more 
informat ion) 

* * ** * ** ** ** * ** ** * ** ** ** * *  

Trees are to be 
t r immed over  

the sidewalk and st reet , 
this is the proper ty owner ’s 
responsibi l i ty. 

15’ over  the st reet  and 8’ 
over  the sidewalk 

* * ** * ** ** ** * ** ** * ** ** ** * *  

Residents are reminded 
that  they SHOULD NOT 
blow grass cl ippings into 
the st reet  when you mow. 

L I BRARY NEWS 

SI DEWAL K S 

Have you not iced white 
paint  on  your  sidewalks? 

The ci ty done a sidewalk 
inspect ion and al l  areas of 
concern are marked with 
white paint . This indicate 
an unsafe condit ion exists 
and that  repair  or  replace-
ment  is needed. Sidewalks 
are the abut t ing proper ty 
owners responsibi l i ty to 
maintain. 
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I n  Febr uar y  2004, t he Rur al  Development  I n i t i at i ve Pr oject  at  I ow a St at e Un i ver si t y conduct ed a sur vey desi gned 
t o look  at  changes i n  t he soci al  condi t i ons i n  I ow a’s r u r al  t ow ns.  The sur vey w as mai led t o near l y  15,000 house-
holds i n  99 t ow ns, one of  w h i ch  w as Calmar .  Ten  year s ago, r esi den t s of  t hese same 99 communi t i es w er e ask ed t o 
complet e a si m i lar  su r vey.  The households for  bot h sur veys w er e select ed r andomly f r om local  t elephone d i r ect o-
r i es (150 households per  commun i t y).  I n  1994, 106 Calmar  r esi den t s r esponded t o t he sur vey, and 104 r esponded 
i n  2004.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of  t he i n for mat i on  r ecei ved f r om t h i s su r vey i s publ i shed i n  t h i s new slet t er  for  your  i n for mat i on .  
“ Ever ybody k now s ever ybody”  i s of t en  ci t ed as a feat u r e of  smal l  t ow ns. I n  2004, 62 per cen t  of r esi den t s r epor t ed 
k now i ng t he names of hal f  or  mor e of  t he people i n  Calmar , compar ed t o 67 per cen t  i n  1994. Si m i lar l y , 50 per cen t  
i nd i cat ed t hat  hal f  or  mor e of  t hei r  f r i ends l i ve i n  Calmar , compar ed t o 49 per cen t  i n  1994.  Fi f t een  per cen t  of  r esi -
den t s i n  2004 and 17 per cen t  i n  1994 sai d t hat  hal f  or  mor e of  t hei r  adu l t  r elat i ves and i n -law s l i ve i n  Calmar .  
F i f t y  ei gh t  per cen t  of  r esi den t s r epor t ed par t i ci pat i ng i n  a local  i mpr ovement  pr oject  dur i ng t he last  year  and 39 
per cen t  descr i bed t hemselves as “ somew hat  or  “ ver y”  act i ve i n  local  commun i t y  act i v i t i es and even t s.   Th i s i s es-
sen t i al l y  t he same per cen t age as i n  1994.  

A complet e copy of  t h i s su r vey i s avai lable for  t he ask i ng at  t he Calmar  Ci t y  Cler k ’s of f i ce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A DECADE OF CHANGE IN CALMAR 

For  a var iet y of  r easons, many 

r esident s of  I owa’s smaller  

t owns r ely on neighbor ing cit ies 

f or  ser vices.  Result s f r om t his 

sur vey suggest  t hat  Calmar  

r esident s f ollowed t his pat t er n 

in 1994 and 2004. 

COM MUNI TY ATTACH M ENT 

How at t ached ar e Calmar  r esident s t o 

t heir  communit y?  Almost  ever yone r e-

por t ed t hat  t hey f eel at  home in Calmar  

bot h in 1994 and 2004. Eight  of  t en in 

bot h 1994 and 2004 indicat ed t hat  t hey 

would be sor r y t o leave if  t hey had t o 

move away f r om Calmar . 



 

 

Nine local ser vices wer e list ed on t he quest ionnair e along 

wit h inst ruct ions t o r at e each as “ver y good, ”  “good, ”  “ f air , ” 

“poor , ”  or  “not  available. ” 

The gr aph on t he lef t  shows t he per cent age of  r esident s 

who r at ed each ser vice as “good, ”  or  “ver y good” in 1994 

and 2004.   Almost  all r esident s r at ed t he public schools 

posit ively and half  or  or e r at ed medical ser vices,  housing,  

and senior  pr ogr ams f avor able in 2004.    These ser vices also 

r eceived t he highest  r at ings in 1994.  

J obs,  shopping,  and r ecr eat ions r eceived t he lowest  r at ings 

in bot h per iods,  wit h f ewer  t han one in t hr ee r esident s indi-

cat ing t he ser vices wer e good or  ver y good.   Assessment s 

f or  housing and public schools impr oved while t hose f or  r ec-

r eat ion and medical ser vices declined over  t he decade.   Rat -

ings f or  ot her  ser vices wer e unchanged over  t he past  decade. 
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Respondent s wer e asked t o pr ovide r at ings f or  seven 

ser vices nor mally pr ovided by local gover nment s.   The 

gr aph shows t he per cent age of  r esident s rat ing each 

ser vice as “good” or  “ver y good:  f or  2004 and 1994.   

Gener ally,  Calmar  r esident s r epor t ed being sat isf ied 

wit h local gover nment  ser vices.   Mor e t han seven in t en 

r at ed emer gency r esponse,  gar bage collect ion,  f ir e 

pr ot ect ion,  wat er  and par ks f avor ably in bot h year s.    

About  t wo t hir ds of  Calmar  r esident s indicat ed t hat  

police pr ot ect ion was good or  ver y good in 1994 and 

2004.   Ther e wer e no signif icant  changes in t he as-

sessment s of  Calmar  gover nment  ser vices in t he t en 

year s bet ween sur veys.   

POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

The Calmar Pol ice Depar tment  has a “new look”. The 
2000 Ford Crown Victor ia pol ice car  has been replaced 
with a 2005 Ford Explorer .  The vehicle is in service 
with l ights and siren but  at  this t ime isn’t  yet  marked 
with the Calmar Pol ice Depar tment  markings. 

THE CITY IS OFFERING THE 2000 CROWN VICTO-
RIA FOR SALE, VEHICLE CAN BE SEEN AT THE 
DEPOT AND BIDS CAN BE SUBMITTED TO THE 
CITYCLERK. 

 

The Calmar Fire Depar tment  has replaced their  old 
worn out  pagers with new models.  These were pur-
chased with money remaining in the fi re depar tment  
budget  for  the last  fiscal year .   

AUTO PAY OF CI TY UTI L I TY BI L L  

Did you know that  you can have your  ut i l i t y bi l l  automat i-
cal ly deducted from your  checking or  savings account? 

Al l  we need is a signed author izat ion from you along with 
your  bank account  number and the bank rout ing number. 

The bi l ls are deducted on the last  bank working day be-
fore the due date. 

This service is provided by Secur i ty State Bank at  no cost  
to the ci ty or  the customer.  The bi l l  can be deducted from 
any bank checking or  savings account .  
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AUDI T OF CI TY FI NANCES 

As a result  of our  par t icipat ion in the State Revolving 
Loan Program for  funding our  Sewer Project , the ci ty was 
required to be audited. 

Results of this audit  are avai lable at  the office of the city 
clerk.   

The audit  repor t  is also posted on the web si te of the State 
Auditors Office at  ht tp://auditor .iowa.gov/index.html. On 
the home page you go to Audit  Repor ts and then to Audits 
by CPA and fi l l  in the ci ty informat ion. 

Fi scal  Year  J u ly  1, 2004 t o J une 30, 2005 
has just  come t o a close.   
We ar e pr ov i d i ng a br i ef   

YEAR I N REVI EW 

1. The ci t y  col l ect ed $ 216,661 i n  pr oper t y  t axes. 
2. T i f  r ecei p t s t ot aled $ 247,012, t hese funds 

pai d of f  t he debt  on  Nor t h  st r eet  an d t he bal -
ance pai d for  some of  t he w at er  t r eat men t  
pr oject  expenses. 

3. We r ecei ved $ 93,043 i n  L ocal  Opt i on  Sales 
Taxes  

4. We r ecei ved $ 87.968 i n  r oad use fundi ng 
5. Our  l i br ar y  r ecei ved fu ndi ng f r om t he coun t y  

i n  t he amoun t  of  $ 13,014. 
6. We r ecei ved paymen t  f r om Ossi an  i n  t he 

amoun t  of  $ 24,000 for  ou r  28 E agr eemen t  for  
l aw  en for cemen t . 

7. We t ook  i n  $ 74,088 i n  gar bage r ecei pt s and 
pai d t he hau ler  $ 73.073.  Di f fer ence i s penal -
t i es w h i ch  w e r et ai n . 

8. St r eet  l i gh t i ng cost  t he ci t y  $ 10,483. 
9. L i br ar y  ser v i ces expenses w er e $ 44.478 and 

r ecr eat i on  and par k  expenses w er e $ 46,024. 
10. M ayor  &  Counci l  expen ses t ot aled $ 4,859. 
11. Expenses t o r un  t he w at er  &  sew er  syst em t o-

t aled $ 201,249, not  i ncl udi ng debt .   
12. We r ecei ved $ 4,444 i n  f r anch i se t ax  r ecei pt s 
13. We r ecei ved i n t er est  i ncome of  $ 5900.00 
14. We r ecei ved ban k  f r an ch i se t ax  of  $ 3,836 

w h i ch  w e w i l l  no longer  r ecei ved as a r esu l t  
of  l egi slat i on . 

15. We r ecei ved $ 4,608 i n  feder al  f l ood assi st ance 
and $ 799 i n  st at e f l ood assi st ance. 

16. Recr eat i on   r ecei p t s w er e $ 12,406 
17. M i scel laneous r ecei p t s w er e $ 22,436, t h i s i n -

cludes r ei mbur semen t , sale of  pr oper t y , r en t , 
per m i t  fees and ot her  m i sc. 

18. I nsu r ance cost  t he ci t y  $ 24,600 for  al l  ci t y  
bu i l d i ngs and equ i pmen t . 

19. We pai d $ 111,840 i n  debt  t hat  does not  i n -
clude t he sew er  debt . 

20. $ 136,366 w as spen t  on  st r eet  r elat ed act i v i -
t i es, t h i s i ncludes fuel  and u t i l i t i es.  

21. F i r e depar t men t  expen ses t ot aled $ 14,117, 
t h i s i ncluded expenses for  new  pager s.  

22. Pol i ce Depar t men t  oper at i ons expenses w er e 
$ 100,527 for  t he year .  

23. Debt  for  w at er  and sew er  w as $ 139,773 
24. Payr ol l  w as $ 197,418 
25. Our  debt  l i m i t at i on  i s $ 1,915,019. 
26. Our  pr oper t y  valuat i on s ar e $ 38,300,372. 
27. Begi nn i ng gener al  fund balance on  J u ly  1, 

2004 w as $ 256.928 and endi ng balance on  
J une 30, 2005 w as $ 287.246. 

28. Begi nn i ng fund balance (al l  fun ds) on  J u ly  1, 
2004 w as $ 696,431 and endi ng balance (al l  
funds) on  J une 30, 2005 w as $ 834.974. 

 

OPEN BURNING 

Open burning is RESTSRI CTED.   Burning 
of leaves is al lowed from Apr i l  1st  thru May 
15th  and from  September 15th thru Novem-
ber 15th. ONLY and then between 8:00 A.M. 
and 6:00 P.M.  

 

 

 

 

     

No burning on the blacktop or  paved sur face 
of any st reet  or  al ley or  in curbs and gut ters 
within the City l imits. 

OUTSI DE M ETERS FOR WATERI NG 

After  some considerat ion, the ci ty counci l  has amended 
the ordinance and changed the fee for  an outside meter to 
$ 15.00 YEARLY instead of monthly.   

These meters are instal led on your  outside faucet  and re-
moved for  the winter  months and reinstal led in the 
spr ing.  

I f you are interested in an outside meter , cal l  the clerk’s 
office. 


